Session 6: Sustainable Development

Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and the European Parliament
Panel discussion "Trade and Climate Change: Is trade killing our planet?"
 

Over a relatively short period of time, the subject of global warming and climate change has ceased to be the exclusive domain of scientists and environmental activists, and been placed squarely on the political agendas of governments, parliaments and international organizations.  In most countries, parliaments have a constitutional responsibility to review policy options, oversee government action and draw up the necessary legislation and budgets.  Therefore, they bear their own share of responsibility for action or inaction with regard to global warming.  The interactive panel will examine, from a parliamentary perspective, the varied effects of trade liberalization on the environment, with a special focus on the nexus between seaborne trade and climate change.  The panel is organized jointly by the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and the European Parliament.  It is intended primarily for elected representatives, but is open to all other participants at the WTO Forum, subject to the availability of seats in the room.
 

Moderator:

· Mr. Patrick Baert, Journalist, Agence France Presse

Panellists:

· Ms. Ivonne A-Baki, Member of the Andean Parliament, former Minister of Commerce of Ecuador

· Ms. Elisa Ferreira, Member of the European Parliament, former Minister for Environment of Portugal

· Mr. Shakeel Mohamed, MP (Mauritius)

· Mr. Awni Behnam, President, International Ocean Institute

