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Karen Bailén, 24, is a Community Engagement Co-coordinator at GreenCheck, a
grassroots-centric nonprofit redistributing resources to community-led climate initiatives
across MAPA regions. Born and raised in Ecuador, she holds a degree in International
Relations from Ecotec University.

A Community Engagement Exchange alumna (U.S. Department of State), she went on to
serve as a Global Youth Programs Fellow at The Climate Reality Project, developing
community-based climate action initiatives across three continents. She also participated as a
scholar at the IRENA Youth Forum and served as COP16 Latin America Policy Delegate with
the Global Youth Biodiversity Network.

An Ireland Fellows Programme awardee, she is pursuing an MA in Gender, Globalisation and
Rights at the University of Galway. Her interests lie in international trade, environmental
governance, and gender policy. She has hands-on experience in communications, research,
and translation across multilingual and multicultural settings.



