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Olexa Heshima (24) is a trade and development professional from Rwanda. She currently works 

as a Senior Business Analyst at BDO East Africa (Rwanda), where she supports SMEs with 

investment readiness and advises on trade competitiveness and financial inclusion policies. Olexa 

holds a bachelor's degree in international business and trade from the African Leadership 

University.  

 

Her passion for inclusive trade has led her to represent Rwandan youth in regional and global 

forums, including the East African Community headquarters and the World Bank. She has also 

contributed to sustainability research through the Ellen MacArthur Foundation, where she has 

championed her interest in the intersection of trade, youth empowerment, and environmental 

sustainability. Through the Young Trade Leaders Programme, she hopes to help demystify trade 

policy for young people and promote more inclusive engagement with global trade systems, 

particularly under frameworks like AfCFTA, EEA, and the WTO. 

 
 

 

 


