Intervention by Indonesian Minister for Trade at 
Informal TNC, 28 July 2008
Chair, we appreciate your efforts to work around the clock to come up with the draft texts and compromises that are before us. There is progress and there is the making of an acceptable package.  But as many have mentioned, since this is not a take or leave it package, there are parts that need to be resolved since all have certain sensitivities which have not been adequately addressed.  Note that this is not just developing countries, but we have heard that some developed countries have expressed concerns with regard to sensitivities, even in paragraphs and footnotes.  These sensitivities have to be addressed and the conversation should include those that have these sensitivities.  As the Minister from Norway indicated, we are ready to be invited to talk about the remaining unresolved issues that are still sensitive to find a resolution.  We are waiting and ready to talk.

Therefore we are very disappointed to hear the blame game tone taken this morning by one country mentioning specifically other countries and even certain products.  This is not constructive and certainly counterproductive.  We at the G-33 and the countries mentioned have indicated a readiness to be constructive and positively engaged to find a resolution.  Indeed, the G-33 has been all this time constructive, engaged and ready to find resolutions to ensure our concerns are addressed especially in making the SSM operational and effective.   
The US had mentioned that the package was accepted by a majority of countries.  But at the same time a majority of countries – the G-33, the African Group, the SVEs and the ACP - still have problems with parts of the package since they feel that their sensitivities have not been adequately addressed.
Similarly with other countries, Indonesia also still has concerns with the new text proposed on sectorals in NAMA and we are seeking clarification to ensure that the non mandatory principle is maintained.  

Furthermore, in all this we perhaps need time to respond and evaluate.   Let us not use the time pressure to lead us to adopting a take it or leave it approach to the package.  Let us reflect on this.  We remain committed to a successful outcome of these negotiations.   We are not blocking negotiations.  We just need more time so that the sensitivities of a majority of us are adequately addressed.
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