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Today’s clothing system puts 
pressure on resources, pollutes 
the environment and creates 
negative societal impacts. 
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Approximately 12 Mt of textiles are placed on 
the EU market every year. 

It is estimated that more than 8 Mt of textiles 
end up in incineration or landfill every year in 
the EU (JRC, 2023). 

4-9% of all textile products put on the market in 
Europe are destroyed before use (EEA, 2024).
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Vision of a circular 
economy for fashion

used more

made to be made again

made from safe and recycled or 

renewable inputs

1
2

3



© Ellen MacArthur Foundation
7

(Could we have a simple image of textile waste here? 
No text needed)
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Design InfrastructureBusiness 
models
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Jeans now Redesigned jeans
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Clothing is generally 
delivered through 
linear, single-sale 
business models, which 
do not provide for take-
back, resale, or repair
operations.
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EU citizens discard on 
average 16 kg of textile 
waste per capita each year.

In the EU, the average 
capture rate is 12% and 
reaches a maximum of 50%.

Source: European Environment Agency, 2024
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Mandatory, Fee-based 
Extended Producer Responsibility
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Chile France

The Netherlands Ghana

United States
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Designing EPR 
for a circular economy
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Thank you
For more information please contact:
Marianne Kettunen | marianne.kettunen@ellenmacarthurfoundation.org
Valerie Boiten | valerie.boiten@ellenmacarthurfoundation.org

This publication has been produced by the Ellen MacArthur Foundation (the “Foundation”). The Foundation has exercised care and diligence in 
preparing this publication, based on information it believes to be reliable, but makes no representations and gives no warranties, assurances or 
undertakings (express or implied) in connection with it or any of its content (as to its accuracy, completeness, quality, fitness for any purpose, 
compliance with law, or otherwise). The Foundation does not monitor or moderate any external websites or resources linked or referred to in this 
publication. This publication does not purport to be comprehensive and none of its contents shall be construed as advice of any kind. Any reliance on 
it is at reader’s own discretion and risk.
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